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may be seen in the position described, at the base of
the cavity of the skull, and is characterized by a number
of sieve-like perforations. Upon its median line, which
passes from before backwards, may be seen a small
prominence somewhat resembling a cock's comb, and
therefore called the crista-galli. This prominence
divides the surface of the cribriform plate into two lateral
halves, upon each of which lies the broad extremity of
the olfactory nerve (the olfactory bulb), which sends an
immense number of small filaments through the holes of
the plate to the organ of smell.

The roof of the nasal cavity in front of the cribriform
plate follows the course of the nasal bones, which pass
obliquely downwards and forwards. Beyond the posterior
margin of the cribriform plate, on the contrary, the
anterior surface of the body of the sphenoid bone descends
as an almost perpendicular wall, which, however, soon
turns backwards almost at right angles to form the under
surface of the sphenoid. This latter surface articulates
immediately with the inferior surface of the occipital
bone, which extends as far as the foramen magnum. The
inclination of the whole surface is such that its posterior
extremity (the anterior margin of the foramen magnum)
is about on a level with the floor of the nasal cavity.
The anterior portion of this surface, so far as it is
laterally bordered by the pterygoid processes, belongs
to the roof of the nasal cavity, and within the same
limits is also attached to the upper margin of the nasal
septum.

If we were to continue this surface forwards we should
find that it would strike the lower extremity of the nasal
bone, thus connecting the upper margin of the anterior
nares with the upper margin of the posterior nares. The
nasal cavity is, therefore, divided into two parts, which